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SUBJ: PRESENT SITUATION IN TUNISIA-BELGIAN AMBASSADOR'S 
VIEWS AND CONCERNS 

1. POLITICAL OPPICER HAD INPORMAL CONCERNATION WITH 
BELGIAN AMBMASSDOR JEAN DE BASSOMPIERRE AT LATTER'S REQUEST 
SEPTEMBER 8. DE BASSAMPIERRE WHO ARRIVED IN TUNISIA THIS 
SUMMER WAS INTERESTED IN"SHARING IMPRESSIONS" OP TUNISIAN 
SCENE. HIS VIEWS DID NOT DIPPER MUCH PROM EMBASSY'S - 

1. E. THAT DECISION ON WHERE TUNISIA GOES FROM HERE IS UP 

TO PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA AND THAT INIDACTIONS NOW ARE THAT 
BOURGUIBA IS LEANING, SINCE HIS RETURN, TO HARDER LINE 
LINE RATHER THAN ONE OF CONCILIATION. AMBASSADOR SAID THIS 
WAS ALSO VIEW OP PRENCH AND GERMAN AOBASSADORS WHOSE ACUMEN 
HE RESPECT. A SECOND OBSERVATION WAS THAT HE AND HIS 
COLLEAGUES HAD BEEN STRUCK BY WIDENING GULP BETWEEN 
GOVERNMENT AND PROPESSIONAL CLASS (PHYSICIANS, LAWYERS, EVEN 
YOUNG JUDGES). 

2. DE BASSOMPIERRE ALSO SAID THAT PRESSURE WAS MOUNTING 
POR SOME OP THE WASTERN EUROPEAN GOVERNMENTS TO MAKE 
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OPFICIAL EXPRESSIONS OP CONCERN OVER HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
LABOR FREEDOM IN TUNISIA. A NUMBER OP NATIONAL LABOR 
UNIONS HAVE ALREADY DONE THIS PUBLICLY IN OPEN LETTERS 
AND STATEMENTS AND SOME OP THEN ARE URGING THEIR 
GOVERNMENTS TO DO SAME. ITALIANS HAVE BEEN THE PIRST TO 
TAKE UP MATTER OFPICIALLY "WITHIN THE NINE " HE SAID. 

REASON FOR THIS INITIATIVE IS PERSONAL INTEREST OF 
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ITALIAN PRESIDENT, WHO COMES EROOCIALIST AND TRADE 
UNION BACKGROUND. HE SAID THAT ITALIAN AMBASSADOR IN TUNIS 
HAD EARLIER RECOMMENDED NO ACTION BE TAKENUNTIL TRENDS WERE 
CLEARER IN TUNISIA, ESPECIALLY AS ITALIAN SOCIALIST PARTY 
LEADER CRAXI HAD ALREADY REGISTERED MISGIVINGS IN PRIVATE 
MEETINGS WITH TUNISIAN OEEICIALS LATE AUGUST/EARLY 
SEPTEMBER. 

3. NEVERTHELESS, ITALIAN GOVERNMENT HAS NOW RAISED 
QUESTIONS OF JOINT GOVERNMENTAL APPROACH IN PARIS AND 
BRUSSELS AND POSSIBLY ELSEWHERE. ERENCH GOVERNMENTS HAD 
RESPONDED (OR IS GOING TO ACCORDING TO ERENCH AMBASSADOR 
IN TUNIS) THAT ERENCH VIEWS WERE WELL KNOWN TO TUNISIAN 
GOVERNMENT. ACCORDING TO STORY TOLD DE BASSOPIERRE 

BY FRENCH AMBASSADOR, GOE WAS TAKING POSITION THAT 
GISCARD D'ESTAING HAD POINTEDLY NOT RECEIVED ITALIAN 

PRESIDENT DURING HIS LONG STAY IN PARIS AND THAT INEERENCE 
OP ERENCH DISPLEASURE OVER EVENT IN TUNISIA WAS NOT LOST 
ON BOURGUIBA. 

4. IN VIEW OP ERENCH RELUCTANCE TO GO PURTHER AT PRESENT, 
AMBASSADOR DE BASSOMPIERRE SAID HE HAD ADVISED HIS 
POREIGN MINISTRY THAT IT SEEMED PREMATURE TO TAKE ANY 
PUBLIC ACTS IN BRUSSELS OR TO SEND PORMAL INSTRUCTIONS 
POR A DEMARCHE IN TUNIS. 
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5. DE BASSOMPIERRE SAID HE DID'NT KNOW HOW MUCH LONGER THIS 
DETACHMENT COULD BE MAINTAINED, AS AN IMPORTANT DELEGATION 
OP BELGIUM SENATORS IS TO COME TO TUNIS LAST WEEK OF 
SEPTEMBER TO LOOK AT BELGIAN AID PROJECTS, PAST AND 
PRESENT. HE SAID THAT DELEGATION WILL REPRESENT PULL 
SEPCTRUM OP BELGIAN SENATE, INCLUDING SOCIALISTS AND 
COMMUNISTS. HE COMMENTED THAT MANY SENATORS AND NOT 

JUST THOSE COMING FROM LEFT, WOULD NO DOUBT HAVE SOME 
SEARCHING QUESTIONS ABOUT RECENT EVENTS IN TUNISIA. IN 
VIEW OP OPPICIAL PURPOSE OP THE VISIT-I.E. EXAMINATION 
OP BELGIAN ECONOMIC PROGRAMS-SITUATION WAS "VERY DELICATE". 

6. DE BASSOMPIERRE SAID THAT HE HAD BEEN IN TO SEE 
POREIGN MINISTER EARLIER IN DAY ON TOHER MATTER 
(PRESUMABLYTORS' VISIT) AND THAT HE HAD TAKEN 
OPPORTUNITY TO EXPRESS HIS PERSONAL CONCERN OVER RECENT 
TORTURE CHARGES. DE BASSOMPIERRE PREPACED HIS REMARKS 
BY TELLING FOREIGN MINISTER THAT AS HE HAD BEEN TORTURED 
DURING WORLD WAR II HE SYMPATHIZED WITH TORTURE VICTIMS 
ANYWHERE. POREIGN MINISTER DID NOT RESPOND AND APPEARED 
ACUTELY EMBARRASSED, DE BASSOMPIERRE SAID. 
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